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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 - 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S Patent Pub. 2004/0001704 A1 to Chan et al. ("Chan") in view U.S. Patent 
5,915,038 to Abdel-Mottaleb et al. "Abdel-Mottaleb" and in further view of U.S. 
Patent 5,832,170 to Keery et al. "Keery". 

As to claim 1 and 6, Chan discloses an apparatus for playing an optical disk, 
comprising: a first storage (Fig. 2, 1 15) storing a predetermined audio stream read out 
from an optical disk (0005)(0040); a second storage (Fig. 2, 120) storing a target still 
picture corresponding to the predetermined audio stream (0005)(0040); and 
a controller outputting the target still picture stored in the second storage when index 
information (6-1 to 6-N or 7-1 to 7-N) of the target still picture is received from a 
user(Fig. 6)(0032)(0037), so that the second and first storages store the index 
information of the target still picture and the predetermined audio stream, corresponding 
to the index information of the target still picture, respectively (0005)(0037)(0041-0042). 

Chan does not expressly disclose comparing the received index information with 
a maximum number of indexes included in a predetermined track of the optical disk 
currently being played and outputting a storage control signal based on the comparison 
result. 
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Abdel-Mottaleb discloses comparing the received index information with a 
maximum number (images being searched; Fig. 2, 204) of indexes included in a 
predetermined track of the optical disk currently being played and outputting a storage 
control signal (fetch and display, 32) based on the comparison result (Fig. 2; Col. 1, 
lines 24-32; Col. 5, lines 47-67; Col. 6 line 1-23;Col 7, line 51-67;Col. 13, lines 29-45) 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine Chan and Abdel-Mottaleb. Motivation would have been to provide 
a search operation in a reproducing device to output desired image to view on a display 
device. 

Abdel-Mottaleb does not expressly disclose image data on tracks of the optical 
disk and outputting storage control signal. 

Keery discloses storing of image data on tracks of an optical disk (Col. 1 , lines 7- 
22; Col 5, lines 62-67;Col. 6, lines 1-16) and outputting storage control signal (Col. 7, 
lines 26-33) 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine Chan as modified with the teachings of Keery. Rationale to 
combine would have been that all the claimed elements were known in the prior art and 
one skilled in the art could have combined the elements as claimed by known methods 
with no change in their respective functions, and combination would have yielded 
predictable results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. 

As to claim 2, Abdel-Mottaleb further discloses wherein the controller comprises 
a comparator comparing the index information of the target still picture with the 
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maximum number of indexes included in the predetermined track and outputting the 
storage control signal when the index information of the target still picture has a value 
not larger than the maximum number of indexes included in the predetermined track 
(Fig. 2; Col. 1 , lines 24-32; Col. 5, lines 47-67; Col. 6 line 1 -23;Col 7, line 51 -67; Col. 1 3, 
lines 29-45) 

As to claim 3, Chan discloses a method of playing an optical disk, comprising: 
outputting a still image designated by a predetermined index during a predetermined 
audio stream reproduced from an optical disk (0037); and 
jumping from a current index to a predetermined index corresponding to the index 
information of the target still picture if the index information of the target still picture has 
a value not larger than the maximum number of indexes included in the predetermined 
track (0020)(0037). 

Chan does not expressly disclose comparing index information of a target still 
picture with a maximum number of indexes included in a predetermined track of the 
optical disk currently playing when the index information of the target still picture is 
received from a user. 

Chan does not expressly disclose comparing the received index information with 
a maximum number of indexes included in a predetermined track of the optical disk 
currently being played and outputting a storage control signal based on the comparison 
result. 

Abdel-Mottaleb discloses comparing the received index information with a 
maximum number (images being searched; Fig. 2, 204) of indexes included in a 
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predetermined track of the optical disk currently being played and outputting a storage 
control signal (fetch and display, 32) based on the comparison result (Figs. 2 and 10; 
Col. 1, lines 24-32; Col. 5, lines 47-67; Col. 6 line 1-23;Col 7, line 51-67;Col. 13, lines 
29-45) 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine Chan with the teachings of Abdel-Mottaleb. Motivation would have 
been to provide a search operation in a reproducing device to output desired image to 
view on a display device. 

Abdel-Mottaleb does not expressly disclose image data on tracks of the optical 
disk and outputting storage control signal. 

Keery discloses storing of image data on tracks of an optical disk (Col. 1 , lines 7- 
22; Col 5, lines 62-67;Col. 6, lines 1-16) and outputting storage control signal (Col. 7, 
lines 26-33) 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine Chan as modified with the teachings of Keery. Rationale to 
combine would have been that all the claimed elements were known in the prior art and 
one skilled in the art could have combined the elements as claimed by known methods 
with no change in their respective functions, and combination would have yielded 
predictable results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. 

As to claim 4, Chan further discloses wherein the jumping from a current index to 
a predetermined index corresponding to the index information of the target still picture 
comprises outputting the target still picture indicated by the predetermined index, and 
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simultaneously reproducing an audio stream corresponding to playback time designated 
by the predetermined index (0003)(0020(0037). 

As to claim 5, Chan discloses a method of playing an optical disk in an optical 
disk player, comprising: inputting index information of a still picture other than one 
currently being played (Figs. 4 and 6)(0032)(0036)(0037); storing the read still picture 
(0021)(0040-0042); checking playback time designated by the index information and 
reading audio stream data corresponding to the playback time from the optical disk 
(0020)(0036-0037); storing the audio stream (0021)(0040-0042); and reproducing the 
still picture and the audio stream (0020). 

Chan does not expressly disclose comparing the input index information with a 
maximum number of still pictures in a first track of the optical disk and 
reading a still picture from the optical disk, corresponding to the input index information 
if the input index is less than the maximum number of still pictures in the first track. 

Chan does not expressly disclose comparing the received index information with 
a maximum number of indexes included in a predetermined track of the optical disk 
currently being played and outputting a storage control signal based on the comparison 
result. 

Abdel-Mottaleb discloses comparing the input index information with a maximum 
number (images being searched, Fig. 2 , 204) of still pictures in a first track of the 
optical disk, corresponding to the input index information if the input index is less than 
the maximum number of still pictures in the first track. (Fig. 2; Col. 1 , lines 24-32; Col. 5, 
lines 47-67; Col. 6 line 1-23;Col 7, line 51-67) 
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Abdel-Mottaleb discloses comparing the received index information with a 
maximum number (images being searched, Fig. 2 , 204) of indexes included in a 
predetermined track of the optical disk currently being played and outputting a storage 
control signal (fetch and display, 32) based on the comparison result (Fig. 2; Col. 1, 
lines 24-32; Col. 5, lines 47-67; Col. 6 line 1-23;Col 7, line 51-67) 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine Chan with the teaching of Abdel-Mottaleb. Motivation would have 
been to provide a search operation in a reproducing device to output desired image to 
view on a display device. 

Abdel-Mottaleb does not expressly disclose image data on tracks of the optical 
disk and outputting storage control signal. 

Keery discloses storing of image data on tracks of an optical disk (Col. 1 , lines 7- 
22; Col 5, lines 62-67;Col. 6, lines 1-16) and outputting storage control signal (Col. 7, 
lines 26-33) 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine Chan as modified with the teachings of Keery. Rationale to 
combine would have been that all the claimed elements were known in the prior art and 
one skilled in the art could have combined the elements as claimed by known methods 
with no change in their respective functions, and combination would have yielded 
predictable results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. 
3. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S 
Patent 6,833,848 to Wolff in view U.S. Patent 5,915,038 to Abdel-Mottaleb et al. 
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"Abdel-Mottaleb" and in further view of U.S. Patent 5,832,170 to Keery et al. 
"Keery". 

As to claim 8, Wolff discloses a method of playing an optical disk in an optical 
disk player (Col. 2, lines 53-65), the method comprising: 

inputting index information of a still picture other than one currently being played (Col. 5, 
lines 52-67); 

reproducing the still picture and the corresponding audio stream in place of the one 
currently being played (Fig. 2; Col. 7, lines 34-63) 

checking playback time designated by the index information and reading audio stream 
data corresponding to the playback time from the optical disk (Col 3, lines 33-43; Col. 6, 
lines 17-29; Col. 7, lines 34-63; Col. 10, lines 25-43) 

Wolff does not expressly disclose comparing the input index information with a 
maximum number of still pictures in a first track of the optical disk and 
reading a still picture from the optical disk, corresponding to the input index information 
if the input index is less than the maximum number of still pictures in the first track. 

Abdel-Mottaleb discloses comparing the input index information with a maximum 
number (images being searched, Fig. 2 , 204) of still pictures in a first track of the 
optical disk, corresponding to the input index information if the input index is less than 
the maximum number of still pictures in the first track (Fig. 2; Col. 1 , lines 24-32; Col. 5, 
lines 47-67; Col. 6 line 1-23;Col 7, line 51-67) 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine Wolff with the teaching of Abdel-Mottaleb. Motivation would have 
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been to provide a search operation in a reproducing device to output desired image to 
view on a display device. 

Abdel-Mottaleb does not expressly disclose image data on tracks of the optical 
disk and outputting storage control signal. 

Keery discloses storing of image data on tracks of an optical disk (Col. 1 , lines 7- 
22; Col 5, lines 62-67;Col. 6, lines 1-16) and outputting storage control signal (Col. 7, 
lines 26-33) 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine Wolff as modified with the teachings of Keery. Rationale to 
combine would have been that all the claimed elements were known in the prior art and 
one skilled in the art could have combined the elements as claimed by known methods 
with no change in their respective functions, and combination would have yielded 
predictable results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ASHER KHAN whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5203. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on (571)272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/A. K.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 2621 
/Thai Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



